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Fulbright U.S. Scholar to Montenegro, Spring 2022
My main research goal while in Montenegro as a Fulbright Scholar is to write an article for a scientific journal summarizing the preliminary results of the joint University of Minnesota/National Museum of Montenegro archaeological excavations at Crvena Stijena since 2018. To accomplish this goal, I will study the lithic artifacts excavated to date and synthsize results from the archaeological specialists involved in our project. In order to put the site within its Montenegrin and Balkan context, I will also study the artifacts from other sites in Montenegro and the wider region. 
I have been invited by my host institution, the History Institute at the University of Montenegro, to submit an article on the Paleolithic in Montenegro and the surrounding region, to a monograph of a conference proceedings on the history of the country. Additionally, I have been invited to give a lecture at the History Institute.
Another goal of my stay in Montenegro is to collect sediment samples from Crvena Stijena for a new study on cryptotephra. Cryptotephra are hidden volcanic ash deposits which, if identified to past known volcanic eruptions, can give important chronological information on a site. In partnership with Christine Lane from the Geography Department at the University of Cambridge, my Montenegrin colleagues (Pajović, Baković, Borovinić), Gil Tostevin, and I, worked at Crvena Stijena the last week of January/first week of February, 2022. We collected 150 samples which are now being processed at the University of Cambridge. 
Another important goal will be to organize and run another 6-week season of excavations at Crvena Stijena in June and July.
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